
  

 

 Week-long Strikes and Protests in France over Labor Reform 
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Disclaimer: The subject matter of this newsletter is provided for informational purposes only. All data is  

obtained from public sources and is believed to be true and accurate. KWE is not responsible or liable  

for any inaccurate information contained herein. 

 @KWEUSABDD  
For on-going coverage of this and other matters of concern to the  

shipping community, you may also follow us on Twitter at:  

French transportation workers were out in full force on Tuesday to protest the recent la-

bor reform laws passed by the French Parliament. Paris airports ORY and CDG will be dis-

rupted for the week due to a coordinated strike by technicians, engineers and air traffic 

controllers. A 24-hour strike called by the General Confederation of Labour (CGT) union 

for Tuesday could be extended, and a separate 24-hour strike may start at 11 AM on 

Thursday, May 19, says The Connexion. 

Truck drivers blocked several roads to cities in France on early Tuesday morning, among 

them Nantes, Caen, Marseille, Bordeaux, Rennes, Lorient and Le Mans. Major port routes 

to Le Havre, Marseille, Dunkirk and Calais have also been blockaded by truck drivers—

two 24-hour strikes have been called at the ports by worker unions on Tuesday and 

Thursday. 

The strikes and protests come after the results of a controversial labor reform bill in 

France: the el-Khomri bill, which could potentially extend the current workweek and allow 

the dismissal of employees on economic grounds. Conceived by current president 

François Hollande and his administration, the bill has been denounced by unions like CGT, 

FO, FSU, Solidaires, and l’Unef. This week’s protests are not the first instance of public 

backlash against the bill—three weeks ago, France24 reported that 20% of flights at the 

ORY airport were cancelled during a nation-wide protest. 

KWE has reached out to its branches in Europe to ascertain logistical contingency solu-

tions, and will update as more information is brought to light.  

May 18, 2016 

https://twitter.com/KWEUSABDD
http://connexionfrance.com/strikes-France-work-legislation-18064-view-article.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/wires/ap/article-3563668/Strikes-protests-France-against-disputed-labor-reforms.html

